
 
   WOLFVILLE AREA INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL 

          MINUTES 
 

                                              Wednesday 9 January 2008  
7:30 pm 

Manning Memorial Chapel 
 
 
1...   Meeting called to order by President, Neil Cloghesy.   Agenda circulated 
 

Present: Neil Cloghesy, Liz Vermeulen, Penni Burrell, Nancy Burbidge, Gene Trites, Allison 
Trites, David Garrett, Keith Churchill, Helen Whidden, Gary Dunfield, Ann Watson, Tim 
McFarlane, Diana Shelley,   (13) 
 
Absent with regrets: Maurice Tugwell   
 

2.   DEVOTIONS  
 
Allison Trites – Listening and Doing – Luke 8:18 and James 1:19-25.     Elaborating on verse 19 of 
James chapter 1, “My dear brothers, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry.” (vs. 19),  Allison suggested we need the wavelength of  honesty 
as we look at ourselves, the wavelength of sympathy/empathy as we look at others and the 
wavelength of humility as we listen to God. 
 

3   MINUTES 
      

Minutes of the meeting of 12 December 2007 had been circulated.      Moved AT/PB Minutes 
be accepted as circulated.   Motion carried. 

 
4.   CORRESPONDENCE:/COMMUNICATIONS  
 

Liz reported that she had received many monetary donations 
 
5.  TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Liz Vermeulen (Acting Treasurer) reported balance-on-hand end on December 2007  
as $35,037.69.   Acceptance of Financial Report moved LV/GT.   Motion carried    
Liz noted that response to the Christmas Appeal had been very good with $24,000.00  
having been received to date.   The Christmas Hamper appeal was extremely well  
supported.   Approximately $2200.00 was donated while the cost of the programme was $1800-
$1900.   After some discussion, it was moved by LV/NB that WAICC give a gift of $100 to 
Walter in recognition of all his help to the Food Bank over its months of operation.   Motion 
carried. 
The possibility of returning $15,000 to GIC was discussed.   Since it was not known what rules  
Revenue Canada has regarding amount of money held by a charitable organization, it was 
agreed that advice would be sought and the matter put on the agenda for discussion at the 
February meeting by which time it is anticipated that Maurice will be back.    
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6. BUSINESS ARISING 
     
Committee for the Stranded – Neil reported that he has conferred with Dr. Doran and suggested that the 
committee meet again very soon. 
            
7.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
(a) Clergy Committee – David Garrett reported that Week of Prayer had been discussed by the 

ministerial but that due to lack of planning time, it had been agreed that for this year, the Week 
of Prayer would be observed by supporting the special four-part programme being sponsored by 
St. John’s, Wolfville – “Whither Religion”, which is taking place on Tuesdays during January 
in the Fountain Commons.   The series started on the 8th January and the will continue on the 
next three Tuesdays.   A service for the Week of Prayer, whose theme this year is “Pray 
Without Ceasing”, is to be held in Greenwich United on Sunday 20 January at 7:30 pm. It will 
be an informal service and the speaker is to be the Rev. Nancy Cocks.   Details of the 
aforementioned events have been circulated to member congregations.   Some regret expressed 
that the more traditional Week of Prayer observances are not being held in the area this year.   It 
was agreed that in September a committee made up of both clergy and lay people would look 
into the observance for 2009.   Tim mentioned that there would be a service at Manning Chapel 
each morning from 11:30 to 11:50 during the Week of Prayer (January 14-18) to which all were 
warmly invited. 

 
(b) Food Bank Management Committee – Nancy reported the Hamper Programme went extremely 

well.   Wonderful support had been given by the churches and approximately 120 hampers were  
given out.   A Volunteer Appreciation event is being planned for February to coincide with the 
first anniversary of the Wolfville Area Food Bank.     
 
Nancy also noted that she had recently received a call from someone wishing to make a 
donation towards fuel costs.    She recalled that there had been some discussion in the past 
about setting up a committee to look into the best way to give assistance with fuel costs and 
perhaps other emergencies.   After some discussion, Neil suggested that he check in the Minutes 
and report back at the February WAICC meeting. 

    
     (c)  Programme Committee – Keith reported that the committee had met and he circulated a  

proposal for the Spring General Meeting (see attached sheet).   It was suggested that the 
programme would be entitled “Drugs, Homelessness and Hunger in the Valley” and that it 
would consist of presentations by three or four informed people followed by a panel discussion 
and question time.   Given WAICC’s existing interest in the methadone clinic and people 
possibly being stranded in the area following attendance at the clinic, Dr. Doran would be asked 
to be one of the participants.   It was felt by some, however, that linking these three subjects 
together might be giving the wrong message.   After considerable discussion, it was agreed that 
the committee would meet again and try to think of a more sensitive way of describing the 
event. 
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8.  BUSINESS 

 
Week of Prayer dealt with above 
 
9.  NEWS OF MEMBERS 
 

Wolfville Baptist – Youth Group going well.   18 members attended special Christmas 
programme on 23 December.   Building Needs Committee has been established.   

 
St. John’s Horton – “Whither Religion” underway (see above) and the first session on 8th 
January was very well attended.   A very beautiful and fitting Memorial Service for Nancy 
Fraser was held in the church today. 

 
Port Williams Baptist – “In from the Cold” is to commence next week.   Men’s Fellowship is to 
be addressed by Liz Vermeulen who will speak on the Food Bank 

 
Friends – Christmas programme was postponed due to weather and a reduced version was held 
later 

 
St. Andrew’s United – on-going Needs Assessment underway 

 
St. John’s Cornwallis – beginning to make plans for Lent which starts on February 6th 

 

There being no further business, adjournment moved by Ann Watson at 9:35 pm.  
 
Allison closed with the Benediction. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Gene Trites 
Diana Shelley 
 
Secretaries 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


