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WOLFVILLE AREA INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL
MINUTES

Wednesday 18 February, 2009
7:30 pm

Manning Memorial Chapel Library

The meeting was called to order by the President, Gary Dunfield.

Present: Gwenyth Dwyn, Peter MacInnes (Friends)
Gary Dunfield, Gene Trites (Wolfville Baptist)
Ann Watson, Helen Whidden (St. John’s Anglican, Wolfville)
Nancy Burbidge, Maurice Tugwell, (St. Andrews United)
Liz Vermeulen (Greenwich United)
Keith Churchill (Port Williams Baptist)
Marion Bulley (L’Arche)
David Garrett (St. John’s Anglican, Port Williams)
Timothy McFarland (Manning Memorial Chapel, Acadia Univ.)
Ruby Patstone, Bruce Patstone (Lamb’s Way, Wolfville)

Regrets: Allison Trites, Neil Cloghesy, Diana Shelley

Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of January 14, 2009 had been
circulated. Moved (HW/MT) that the minutes be approved.
These were approved with corrections* (* the spelling of the
name of the international student: Farhiyo).

Devotional: This was led by Peter MacInnes. He raised the question, what is
it that brings us together and enables us to get along together? In the context
of this group we all have a common bond and obligation--doing good is
mandatory upon all of us. Peter quoted Isaac Pennington (a 17th century
figure) to underscore “the true ground of love and unity” that binds us
together in the work we do together.

KENO Gary Dunfield introduced Gwenyth Dwyn as a member of the
Friends Monthly Meeting and as a prevention and health co-ordinator with
addiction services in the Annapolis Valley. She expressed concern about the
province’s plan to launch electronic multi-draw KENO machines on
February 23rd without consultation. Up to 200 machines will be used,
probably in licensed establishments. She added that as of 6p.m. today the
launch is being delayed for one week. Gwenyth expressed the arguments
against this initiative of the provincial government and distributed relevant
literature detailing both the history and research concerning KENO
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machines. She asked for WAICC support in opposing this move. Gwyneth
responded to several questions. Following helpful discussion, Gary Dunfield
offered to write to the appropriate people with our concerns and to inform
the pastors of our member churches. It was agreed to inform other inter-
church council groups also. It was further agreed that Gary should meet with
our two local MLS’s (David Morse and Mark Parent) to express our
concerns.

Correspondence: The Kentville Homeless Housing group whose particular
concern is for people with mental health issues will meet at the Vineyard
Church in Kentville on February 23rd.

Treasurer’s Report: Maurice Tugwell circulated copies of the current
Financial Report. The balance as of Feb.18, 2009 is $14,335.55. A note for
$15,000 was transferred to capital from operating on Feb.16th cancelling out
the $15,000 transferred from capital to operating on June 9th. Acceptance of
this report followed (MT/KC), and the motion was carried.

Committee Reports: Rev. David Garrett and Rev. Tim McFarland reported
on the success of the celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
last month. Activities included a Jan.25th Sunday evening service, despite the
storm at Wolfville Baptist Church and a Sunday morning pulpit exchange.
Tim spoke about the need for creative thinking concerning the future
celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

It was agreed that details concerning the upcoming Good Friday
Service would be e-mailed to WAICC members.

Food Bank: Chair Nancy Burbidge reported on the new Food Bank
Committee, whose officers are Liz Vermeulen (Chair), Diana Shelley (Vice
Chair), Andrea Northey (Secretary). Nancy reported that Annapolis Valley
Gardeners and the Annapolis Valley Honour Choir are among those
involved in plans to support the Food Bank.

The revised Food Bank Mission Statement and Code of Ethics was
duly moved and seconded (NB/DG). Motion carried.

Appreciation was expressed (KC) both to Nancy B. for her work as
chair and the whole committee for their many hours of service.

It was reported by the incoming chair, Liz Vermeulen, that plans are
underway to determine the most economical telephone system for the Food
Bank.
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Program Committee: Chair KC reported on the preliminary meeting to plan
the spring gathering. The topics suggested focussed on the services that
could be provided for the house bound. Plans at this point are tentative.

Habitat for Humanity: David Garrett reported on the Dec.14th/o8 meeting in
Berwick. Between 60-70 people attended. The history of Wolfville Inter
Church Council’s involvement in housing was acknowledged. The
immediate aim of Habitat for Humanity is to locate a suitable property in the
Middleton-Windsor area for renovation. This generates a better carbon
footprint. They will also look for the family who will benefit from this
initiative. Mel Early is still involved in publishing and education for Habitat
for Humanity. It was agreed that David would invite him to make a
presentation to WAICC members at our April meeting. Note: David G. is
now chair of the faith relations committee for Habitat for Humanity.

Business Arising from the Minutes: It is now confirmed that WAICC AGM
is to be held at St. John’s Anglican Church, Port Williams, on May 13/09.

News of the Members: Lenten plans were shared (pancake meals, Bible
studies, book discussions, outreach plans).

The Chair, Gary Dunfield, gave a special welcome to Ruby and Bruce
Patstone of the Apostolic Church. Their church has two locations. The
Gaspereau Mountain Church was established in 1927 and the Lamb’s Way
Assembly in Wolfville was opened as an outreach ministry to students.

Next Meeting: will be held on March 11th in the Acadia Chapel as usual.
Penny Burrell will make a presentation on Aboriginal Justice Issues. Contact
will be made concerning details of the proposed pot luck supper at an earlier
hour.

Closing: Peter MacInnes closed the meeting with a time of silent mediation.
The meeting was adjourned. (AW)

Respectfully submitted,

Gene Trites,
Secretary


